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1
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Aspects of the present invention generally relate to an
image forming apparatus, such as a copier and a printer, that
generally employs an electrophotographic method.

2. Description of the Related Art

A color image forming apparatus employing an electro-
photographic method includes image forming units that are
independently arranged for respective colors to accelerate
print processing. Images are sequentially transferred from
the image forming units of the respective colors to an
intermediate transfer belt. Then, the images are collectively
transferred from the intermediate transfer belt to a transfer
medium.

In the color image forming apparatus with such a known
configuration, color misregistration (misregistration of toner
images of the respective colors) can occur due to mechanical
factors provided in the image forming units of the respective
colors. The color misregistration occurs when the images are
superimposed. Particularly, in a case where laser scanners
(optical scanning devices and exposure devices) and photo-
sensitive drums are independently arranged relative to the
image forming units of the respective colors, positional
relations between the laser scanners and the photosensitive
drums differ on a color basis. Consequently, laser scanning
positions on the photosensitive drums cannot be synchro-
nized, causing the color misregistration.

Among factors in the color misregistration, one of the
most influential factors is fluctuations in laser irradiation
position on the photosensitive drum due to thermal defor-
mation of an optical unit. Generally, the optical unit deflects
a laser beam emitted from a light source with a rotating
polygon mirror to perform scanning. Between the emission
of the laser beam from the light source to the arrival of the
laser beam to the photosensitive drum, an optical element
allows the laser beam to reflect on mirrors for several times
to change a travelling direction of the laser beam, or adjusts
a spot and a scanning width of the laser beam via a lens.
Such an optical element determining an optical path for the
laser beam is fixed to a frame of the optical unit. In a case
where the frame is thermally deformed due to a temperature
rise with operations of the image forming apparatus, a
position of the optical element changes. This affects a
direction of the optical path. Since a change in the optical
path direction increases in proportion to a length of the
optical path to the photosensitive drum, such a change
appears as the fluctuations in the irradiation position even if
the frame deformation of the optical unit is extremely small.

Such an image forming apparatus performs color misreg-
istration correction control to correct the color misregistra-
tion. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 7-234612
discusses color misregistration correction control in which a
detection toner image of each color is transferred from a
photosensitive drum to an image bearing member (e.g., an
intermediate transfer belt), and relative positions of the
detection toner image in a scanning direction and a convey-
ance direction are detected by an optical sensor. Accord-
ingly, the color misregistration is controlled based on the
relative positions detected by the optical sensor.

Moreover, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2000-218860 discusses laser irradiation position correction
in which a temperature rise inside an image forming appa-
ratus or a temperature of an optical unit is detected by a
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temperature sensor and a laser irradiation position is cor-
rected by a correction controller.

According to each of such kinds of color misregistration
correction control, however, the detection toner image is
transferred from the photosensitive drum to the image
bearing member (e.g., an intermediate transfer belt). This
degrades usability of the image forming apparatus in terms
of toner consumption and time necessary to clean the image
bearing member, for example. Accordingly, Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2012-141587 discusses color
misregistration correction control in which fluctuations in
current value are detected, the current value fluctuations
occurring when a detection electrostatic latent image formed
on a photosensitive drum reaches a process unit. Thus, the
color misregistration is controlled based on the detected
current value fluctuations.

However, in the image forming apparatus forming the
detection electrostatic latent image on the photosensitive
drum to perform the color misregistration correction control
(adjustment of light emission timing of an exposure device),
the photosensitive drum is repeatedly exposed to the light
for long periods. This may deteriorate sensitivity due to
light-induced fatigue, and cause generation of a poor-quality
image such as a decrease in image density.

Moreover, in a high-speed compact color image forming
apparatus, thermal deformation of an optical unit is more
noticeable. Thus, frequency of color misregistration correc-
tion needs to be increased. This causes difficulty in extend-
ing life span of a photosensitive drum.

SUMMARY

Aspects of the present invention are generally directed to
an image forming apparatus capable of forming an electro-
static latent image for detection while suppressing deterio-
ration in sensitivity of a photosensitive drum.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an image
forming apparatus forming an image on a recording medium
includes a photosensitive member configured to be rotated,
an exposure device configured to expose the photosensitive
member to light to form an electrostatic latent image on the
photosensitive member, a detection device to which a volt-
age is applied, a measurement device configured to measure
a current flowing to the detection device, and a control unit
configured to execute a detection mode in which an elec-
trostatic latent image is formed on the photosensitive mem-
ber and the measurement device detects a change in the
current relative to the electrostatic latent image, wherein, in
the detection mode, the control unit causes a potential
difference between the electrostatic latent image and the
detection device to be smaller as a layer thickness of the
photosensitive member is more reduced.

Further features of the present disclosure will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating control according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic sectional view illustrating an image
forming apparatus according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams illustrating a latent image
setting according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating power supply wiring
according to the exemplary embodiment.
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FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating control according to the
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating toner marks for
color misregistration correction according to the exemplary
embodiment.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are schematic diagrams illustrating laser
power control according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are diagrams illustrating an electrostatic
latent image for color misregistration correction and changes
in current value according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a laser power control
system according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating color misregistration
correction processing according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

FIG. 11A is a diagram illustrating a potential of a photo-
sensitive drum.

FIG. 11B is an expansion plan illustrating a surface of the
photosensitive drum.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments are described in
detail with reference to the drawings. Sizes, materials,
shapes, and relative arrangements of components described
in the exemplary embodiments can be appropriately changed
according to various conditions and a configuration of an
apparatus to which aspects of the present invention are
applied. That is, the scope of aspects of the present invention
is not limited to the following exemplary embodiments.
(1-1) Description of Overall Configuration of Image Form-
ing Apparatus

FIG. 2 is a schematic sectional view illustrating an image
forming apparatus 1 according to a first exemplary embodi-
ment. The image forming apparatus 1 serves as a laser beam
printer employing an electrophotographic process. The
image forming apparatus 1 includes a printer control unit
(hereinafter called a control unit) 100 connected to a printer
controller (an external host device) 220 via an interface 201.
The image forming apparatus 1 forms an image correspond-
ing to image data (electrical image information) on a sheet
P serving as a recording medium, the image data being input
from the printer controller (hereinafter called a controller)
200. Subsequently, the image forming apparatus 1 outputs
the sheet P with the image as an image formed product (in
a normal image forming operation, an image is formed on a
sheet based on image data and the resultant sheet is output).
The control unit 100 controls operations of the image
forming apparatus 1, and exchanges various electrical infor-
mation signals with the controller 200. Moreover, the control
unit 100 performs processing of electrical information sig-
nals input from various process devices and sensors, pro-
cessing of command signals to the various process devices,
predetermined initial sequence control, and predetermined
image forming sequence control. The controller 200 is, for
example, a host computer, a network, an image reader, and
a facsimile. For example, the sheet P is recording paper, an
overhead projector (OHP) sheet, a postcard, an envelope,
and a label.

The image forming apparatus 1 illustrated in FIG. 2
includes four image forming units (process cartridges) 10Y,
10M, 10C, and 10K that are arranged parallel to one another
in a lateral direction (a substantially horizontal direction)
with a certain distance therebetween. That is, the image
forming apparatus 1 is what is called an in-line type image
forming apparatus. Although suffixes Y, M, C, and K (indi-
cating yellow, magenta, cyan, and black, respectively) of the
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4

process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C and 10K indicate that
different colors of developer are stored therein (toner images
of different colors are to be formed), the process cartridges
10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K are configured substantially similar
to one another. In the descriptions below, the color abbre-
viations in the respective process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C,
and 10K, and configurations therein or configurations cor-
responding thereto may be omitted if a description of color
difference is not needed.

The process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K respec-
tively include photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C and 11K,
charging rollers 12Y, 12M, 12C, and 12K, developing rollers
13Y, 13M, 13C, and 13K, developing blades 15Y, 15M,
15C, and 15K, and drum cleaners 14Y, 14M, 14C, and 14K.
In each of the process cartridges 10, the photosensitive drum
11, the charging roller 12, the developing roller 13, the
developing blade 15, and the drum cleaner 14 are integrally
arranged. The charging roller 12 serving as a charging unit
(a charging device, a charging member) uniformly charges
a surface of the photosensitive drum 11 serving as an image
bearing member with a predetermined potential. The devel-
oping roller 13 serving as a developing unit bears and
conveys non-magnetic one component toner (a negative
charge characteristic) to develop an electrostatic latent
image formed on the photosensitive drum 11 into a devel-
oper image (a toner image). Moreover, the developing roller
13 serves as a developer bearing member for bearing devel-
oper. The developing blade 15 uniforms a thickness of a
toner layer on the developing roller 13. The drum cleaner 14
cleans the surface of the photosensitive drum 11 after a toner
image is transferred from the photosensitive drum 11. The
photosensitive drum 11 is rotated by a drive unit (not
illustrated) at a surface movement speed (a process speed) of
120 (mm/sec) in a direction indicated by an arrow shown in
FIG. 2. The photosensitive drum 11 includes a charge
generation layer, a charge transport layer, and a surface layer
that are sequentially laminated on an aluminum pipe. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the charge generation layer,
the charge transport layer, and the surface layer are collec-
tively described as a photosensitive layer.

Here, the process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K are
substantially similar to one another except for toner stored in
respective developer containers 16Y, 16M, 16C and 16K.
The process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K form
respective toner images of yellow (Y), magenta (M), cyan
(C), and black (K). Moreover, each of the process cartridges
10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K is detachable from a body of the
image forming apparatus 1. For example, when the toner
inside the developer container 16 runs out, the correspond-
ing process cartridge 10 can be replaced. Such replacement
can be performed on a process cartridge basis.

The process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K include
respective memories 17Y, 17M, 17C, and 17K serving as
storage units (storage members). As for the memory 17, for
example, an optional type such as a contact non-volatile
memory, a non-contact non-volatile memory, and a volatile
memory including a power source can be used. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the non-contact non-vola-
tile memory serving as a storage unit is installed as the
memory 17 in the process cartridge 10. Such a non-contact
non-volatile memory 17 includes an antenna (not illustrated)
serving as an information transmission unit on the memory
side to wirelessly communicate with the control unit 100 on
the image forming apparatus 1 side, so that information can
be read and written. That is, the control unit 100 serves as



US 9,459,551 B2

5

an information transmission unit on the apparatus body side,
and has functions of reading and writing information relative
to the memory 17.

The memory 17 stores information about a photosensitive
drum at the time of being new. For example, the information
includes a photosensitive layer thickness (an initial thickness
of the photosensitive layer, an initial layer-thickness) pro-
vided when the photosensitive drum is new, and a sensitivity
(an initial sensitivity) provided when the photosensitive
drum is new. Such information is stored when the image
forming apparatus 1 is manufactured. Moreover, photosen-
sitive member information (information about amounts of
changes in the photosensitive layer thickness and the sen-
sitivity) that changes with the use of the photosensitive drum
11 can be written and read at any time.

The developing roller 13 serving as a developing unit
includes a metal core and a conductive elastic layer that is
concentrically and integrally formed around the metal core.
The developing roller 13 is arranged substantially parallel to
the photosensitive drum 11. The developing blade 15
includes a thin metal plate made of stainless used steel
(SUS). A free end of the developing blade 15 contacts the
developing roller 13 with a predetermined pressing force.
The developing roller 13 bears and conveys the toner
charged with a negative polarity by friction to a development
position facing the photosensitive drum 11. The developing
roller 13 can be in a contact state or a separation state
relative to the photosensitive drum 11 by a contact separa-
tion unit (not illustrated). In the course of image formation,
the developing roller 13 contacts the photosensitive drum
11, so that a direct current (DC) bias voltage of approxi-
mately —300 V as a developing bias voltage is applied to the
metal core of the developing roller 13 from a developing
bias power source 601 (see FIG. 4).

The image forming apparatus 1 according to the present
exemplary embodiment includes a laser exposure unit 20
serving as an exposure system (an exposure device, an
exposure unit). The laser exposure unit 20 exposes the
photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C, and 11K arranged in
the respective process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K to
light. The laser exposure unit 20 receives a time-series
electric digital pixel signal of image information that has
been input to the control unit 100 from the controller 200 via
the interface 201 and then undergone image processing. The
laser exposure unit 20 includes a polygon mirror, an 0 lens,
a reflection mirror, and a laser output unit for outputting a
laser beam L that is modulated according to the input
time-series electric digital pixel signal. The laser exposure
unit 20 performs main-scanning exposure on a surface of the
photosensitive drum 11 with the laser beam L (see FIG. 4).
With such main scanning exposure and sub-scanning expo-
sure that is performed by rotation of the photosensitive drum
11, an electrostatic latent image corresponding to the image
information is formed.

The charging roller 12 serving as a contact-type charging
unit includes a metal core and a conductive elastic layer that
is concentrically and integrally formed around the metal
core. The charging roller 12 is arranged substantially parallel
to the photosensitive drum 11. Moreover, the charging roller
12 is in contact with the photosensitive drum 11 by a
predetermined pressure force due to elasticity of the con-
ductive elastic layer. Both ends of the metal core are
rotatably supported by bearings, so that the charging roller
12 is rotated with rotation of the photosensitive drum 11. In
the present exemplary embodiment, a charging bias voltage
is applied to the metal core of the charging roller 12.
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The image forming apparatus 1 according to the present
exemplary embodiment includes an intermediate transfer
belt 30 serving as a second image bearing member such that
the intermediate transfer belt 30 contacts each of the process
cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K. The intermediate trans-
fer belt 30 includes an endless resin film having an electric
resistance (a volume resistivity) of approximately 1011 to
1016 (Q-cm) and a thickness of 100 to 200 (um). The
intermediate transfer belt 30 can be made of a material such
as polyvinylidene difluoride (PVDF), nylon, polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), or polycarbonate (PC). Moreover, the
intermediate transfer belt 30 is tightly stretched by a drive
roller 34 and a secondary transfer counter roller 33. The
intermediate transfer belt 30 is circularly driven at a process
speed with rotation of the secondary transfer counter roller
33 by a motor (not illustrated). Each of primary transfer
rollers 31Y, 31M, 31C, and 31K includes a roller having a
conductive elastic layer on a shaft thereof. The primary
transfer rollers 31Y, 31M, 31C, and 31K are arranged
substantially parallel to the respective photosensitive drums
11Y, 11M, 11C, and 11K. The primary transfer rollers 31Y,
31M, 31C, and 31K are in contact with the respective
photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C, and 11K by a prede-
termined pressure force with the intermediate transfer belt
30 therebetween. The primary transfer roller 31 serves as a
transfer unit (a transfer member) for causing a toner image
to be transferred from the photosensitive drum 11 to a
transfer material. The shaft of the primary transfer roller 31
is provided such that application of a DC bias voltage having
a positive-polarity forms a transfer electric field. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the intermediate transfer
belt 30 serves as the transfer material to which the toner
image is transferred by the primary transfer roller 31.
However, a toner image may be transferred to a recording
medium (a sheet P) (the transfer material may be a recording
medium). The developed toner image of each color on the
photosensitive drum 11 is conveyed to a primary transfer
position when the photosensitive drum 11 further rotates in
a direction indicated by an arrow shown in FIG. 2. In the
primary transfer position, the toner images on the respective
photosensitive drums 11 are primarily transferred in
sequence to the intermediate transfer belt 30 by the primary
transfer electric fields formed between the primary transfer
rollers 31 and the respective photosensitive drums 11. Here,
since the images of the four colors are sequentially super-
imposed on the intermediate transfer belt 30, positions of
these four toner images match one another. The drum
cleaner 14 removes a primary transfer residual toner from
the photosensitive drum 11. Operations of a color misreg-
istration detection sensor 40 for detecting a toner image are
described below.

A primary transfer bias power source 701 (see FIG. 4)
applies a positive-polarity bias when the primary transfer
processing is performed. Such a positive-polarity bias needs
to be constantly controlled to an optimal value in consider-
ation of environments and characteristics of parts so that the
primary transfer processing is favorably performed while
constantly satisfying conditions such as a high transfer
efficiency and a low retransfer rate. In the present exemplary
embodiment, such control is performed by a control unit (not
illustrated).

The image forming apparatus 1 according to the present
exemplary embodiment includes a sheet cassette 50, a
pickup roller 51, a conveyance roller 52, and a registration
roller 53 that serve as a sheet conveyance system on the
sheet feeding side. The sheet cassette 50 stores sheets P. The
pickup roller 51 picks up a sheet P serving as a recoding
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material from the sheet cassette 50 and convey the sheet P,
at predetermined timing. The conveyance roller 52 conveys
the sheet P fed by the pickup roller 51. The registration roller
53 is rotated according to the image forming operation,
thereby feeding the sheet P to a secondary transfer position.

When the toner images of the four colors are primarily
transferred to the intermediate transfer belt 30, the sheet P is
conveyed from the registration roller 53 in synchronization
with the rotation of the intermediate transfer belt 30. Then,
a secondary transfer roller 32 having a configuration similar
to that of the primary transfer roller 31 contacts the inter-
mediate transfer belt 30 via the sheet P. A secondary transfer
bias power source 702 (see FIG. 4) applies a positive-
polarity bias to the secondary transfer roller 32 with the
secondary transfer counter roller 33 as a counter electrode.
The application of such a positive-polarity bias to the
secondary transfer roller 32 secondarily transfers the four
color toner images on the intermediate transfer belt 30 to the
sheet P in a collective manner. A charging brash (not
illustrated) being in contact with the intermediate transfer
belt 30 applies a bias to a secondary transfer residual toner
to provide a positive charge, so that the secondary transfer
residual toner is transferred to the photosensitive drum 11
side in the primary transfer position of the image formation
processing. Then, the secondary transfer residual toner is
scraped and collected by the drum cleaner 14 from the
photosensitive drum 11.

The sheet P with the transferred four color toner images
is conveyed to a fixing device 60 by conveyance rollers 54
and 55. The fixing device 60 is a conventionally known
fixing device. The fixing device 60 performs fixing process-
ing in which heat and pressure are applied to the unfixed
toner images on the sheet P, thereby fixing the toner images
onto the sheet P. Subsequently, discharge rollers 56, 57, and
58 discharge the sheet P with the fixed images as a color
image formed product from a discharge port to a discharge
tray on the top surface of the apparatus body.
(1-2) Description of Laser Exposure Unit

The laser exposure unit 20 according to the present
exemplary embodiment is described with reference to FIG.
9 which is a block diagram illustrating a laser power control
system. The laser exposure unit 20 according to the present
exemplary embodiment is capable of switching between two
output values of a first laser power E1 and a second laser
power E2 as laser outputs used when the surface of the
photosensitive drum 11 is exposed to light. That is, the
control unit 100 includes a laser power control unit 102 for
individually controlling the laser powers. Image signals
transmitted from the controller 200 are multivalued signals
(0 to 255) having a depth direction of 8 bits=256 gradations.
If the image signal is 0, the laser beam is off. If the image
signal is 255, the laser beam is fully on (fully lit). If the
image signal falls in the range of 1 to 254, the laser beam has
an intermediate value between those two for a while. In the
present exemplary embodiment, an image processing unit
103 converts an image signal into a serial time-series digital
signal, and uses area graduation in a 4x4 dither matrix and
laser pulse width modulation to control the serial time-series
digital signal in 256 levels. The laser pulse width modulation
is performed by controlling laser emission time for dot
pulses of 600 dots/inch. Moreover, the image processing unit
103 serving as an image information acquisition unit can
acquire image density data corresponding to each color. For
example, if image signals are yellow (Y) of 255 and magenta
(M) of 255 in an area in which an image is present, the image
processing unit 103 determines that a multicolor printing
ratio in the area is 200%. Moreover, a communication unit
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101 reads information about the photosensitive layer thick-
ness and the sensitivity from the memories 17Y, 17M, 17C,
and 17K of the respective process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C,
and 10K. The laser power control unit 102 transmits a laser
power signal and an image data signal to the laser exposure
unit 20. The laser power signal is selected according to a
state of each of the photosensitive drums 11 of the respective
process cartridges 10, and the image data signal corresponds
to each of the process cartridges 10. A laser power output
unit 21 switches the laser powers according to the selected
signal input from the laser power control unit 102 to cause
a laser diode 22 to emit light. The photosensitive drum 11 is
irradiated with such light as a laser scanning beam L via a
correction optical system 23 including a polygon mirror.

The laser power control unit 102 according to the present
exemplary embodiment individually controls the first laser
power E1 and the second laser power E2 relative to each
process cartridge 10. The first laser power E1 is used to form
a dark area potential (a non-image area potential Vd) relative
to a non-image area. The second laser power E2 is used to
form a light area potential (an image area potential V1)
relative to an image area.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the image forma-
tion processing causes a predetermined bias current to flow
to the laser diode 22, so that weak light is emitted. This is
set as the first laser power E1. Moreover, the image forming
processing causes the current with an increased current
value to flow with respect to the image area, thereby
providing the second laser power E2. Moreover, the laser
power control unit 102 changes an amount of the current
flowing to the laser diode 22 based on photosensitive
member surface potential control described below, thereby
controlling (adjusting) the laser power E1 and the second
laser power E2.

(1-3) Description of Latent Image Setting

A latent image setting in the present exemplary embodi-
ment is described with reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B. The
photosensitive drum 11 according to the present exemplary
embodiment includes a cylindrical base member made of
aluminum, and an organic photoconductive (OPC) layer (an
organic semiconductor) that covers the cylindrical base
member. The photoconductive layer is also referred to as a
photosensitive layer.

FIG. 3A is a graph illustrating a relationship between a
surface potential and exposure laser power (hereinafter
referred to as an E-V curve) when a DC voltage of approxi-
mately —1040 (V) is applied to the charging roller 12 relative
to the photosensitive drum 11 in which a photosensitive
layer has a thickness of 18 (um). A horizontal axis on the
graph indicates an exposure laser power E (u/cm?) that is
received by a surface of the photosensitive member. The
laser exposure unit 20 exposes an image portion on the
photosensitive drum 11 to light with the second laser power
E2 (ul/cm?), thereby forming a light area potential (V1) of
approximately —150 (V). Simultaneously, the laser exposure
unit 20 exposes a non-image area (background) to light with
the first laser power E1 (uJ/em?), thereby forming a dark
area potential (Vd) of approximately —-440 (V). Moreover, a
DC bias voltage of approximately —300 (V) is applied to the
developing roller 13. Accordingly, a negatively charged
toner conveyed to a development position adheres to an area
having the light area potential (V1). This reversely develops
the electrostatic latent image as a toner image. Such adhe-
sion of the negatively charged toner is performed using a
potential contrast between the light area potential (V1) on the
photosensitive drum 11 and a developing bias voltage (Vdc).
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FIG. 11 A illustrates a relationship between the photosen-
sitive drum 11 including an image area x and a non-image
area 'y and a potential of the photosensitive drum 11, whereas
FIG. 11B schematically illustrates the image area x and the
non-image area y of the photosensitive drum 11.

FIG. 11B is an expansion plan of a surface of the
photosensitive drum 11, and illustrates a state in which a
latent image of shape “A” is formed on the surface of the
photosensitive drum 11. After the photosensitive drum 11 is
exposed to light, the non-image area y is exposed to light
with the first laser power (exposure power) E1, and the
image area x is exposed to light with the second laser power
(exposure power) E2. Hence, as illustrated in FIG. 11A, a
potential of the photosensitive drum 11 which has been
charged with V0 is attenuated (an absolute value of the
potential is reduced). In the non-image area y exposed to the
light with the first laser power E1, an absolute value of the
potential is reduced by Va to Vd. On the other hand, in the
image area X exposed to the light with the second laser
power E2, an absolute value of the potential is reduced by
Va+Vb+Vc to VI

The symbol “Vb” used herein represents a value indicat-
ing the difference between the non-image area potential (the
dark area potential Vd) and the developing bias voltage Vdc.
That is, the symbol “Vb” indicates back contrast. The back
contrast (Vb) is a determinant of a fog (background soiling)
amount in the non-image area y. Moreover, a development
contrast (Vc) is a difference between the light area potential
(V1) and the developing bias voltage (Vdc). The develop-
ment contrast (V¢) is a determinant for setting image density
and graduation of the image area.

The image forming apparatus 1 according to the present
exemplary embodiment uses the reversal development
method by which the photosensitive drum 11 is negatively
(minus) charged by the charging roller 12 and development
is performed using a negatively (minus) charged toner.
Therefore, an area exposed to light with the second laser
power E2 (uJ/cm?) becomes an image area, whereas an area
exposed to light with the first laser power E1 (uJ/cm?)
becomes a blank area (background) serving as a non-image
area.

(1-4) Description of Photosensitive Drum Potential Control

FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating characteristic changes of
an E-V curve of the photosensitive drum 11.

When print operations are performed, a photosensitive
layer of the surface of the photosensitive drum 11 repeatedly
undergoes discharge processing. Moreover, a surface of the
photosensitive layer is abraded due to sliding friction by the
drum cleaner 14 and the developing roller 13. As a result, a
thickness of the photosensitive layer is reduced. This causes
a change in the characteristic of the surface potential. As
illustrated in FIG. 3B, if a charging application voltage value
is fixed to a predetermined value, a primary charging poten-
tial is increased with the change in the thickness of the
photosensitive layer. This is caused by a decrease in a
discharge start voltage with an increase in capacitance, the
discharge start voltage being applied between the charging
roller 12 and the photosensitive drum 11. Specifically, if an
output value of charging bias voltage is fixed to -1040 (V)
and a photosensitive layer thickness is changed from 18
(um) to 13 (um), a charging potential increases from 500 (V)
to 550 (V) as illustrated in the E-V curve of FIG. 3B.
Accordingly, laser exposure output values for acquisition of
a desired dark area potential Vd=-440 (V) and a desired
light area potential V1=-150 (V) are E1=0.028 (uJ/cm?) and
E2=0.23 (uWl/cm?) if a layer thickness is 18 (um). Moreover,
E1=0.063 (ul/cm?) and E2=0.32 (uJ/cm?) if a layer thick-
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ness is 13 (um). Accordingly, the first and second laser
powers E1 and E2 serving as laser exposure amounts are
controlled based on the layer thickness information of the
photosensitive member. This can maintain the stable dark
area potential (Vd) and the stable light area potential (V1)
throughout the lifespan of the photosensitive member,
thereby maintaining good image quality.

The layer thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 is
determined by the control unit 100 according to an initial
thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 and a used amount
of the photosensitive drum 11, the initial thickness and the
used amount being stored in the memory 17. As the used
amount of the photosensitive drum 11 is greater, the layer
thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 is more reduced.
Thus, the control unit 100 determines how much change
(reduction) has been made from the initial layer thickness to
a current layer thickness. Here, a value to be expressed as the
used amount of the photosensitive drum 11 can include the
number of times the photosensitive drum has formed images
(the number of times of image formation), and a total
amount of rotations (an amount of time spent in rotations or
the number of rotations), or a cumulative time for which
voltage is applied to a process unit (e.g., the charging roller
12, the developing roller, and the transfer roller) that acts on
the photosensitive drum 11.

According to the present exemplary embodiment, there-
fore, the first laser power E1 and the second laser power E2
serving as the laser exposure amounts are controlled to be
increased according to the usage information (a change in
the thickness of the photosensitive layer) of the photosen-
sitive drum 11.

(1-5) Description of Schematic Configuration of High-volt-
age Power Supply Circuit

FIG. 4 is a wiring diagram illustrating connection of the
developing bias power source 601 and charging bias power
sources 602Y, 602M, 602C, and 602K to the process car-
tridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K according to the present
exemplary embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the charg-
ing bias power sources 602Y, 602M, 602C, and 602K are
connected to the charging rollers 12Y, 12M, 12C, and 12K
of the process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and 10K, respec-
tively. Moreover, current detection circuits 603Y, 603M,
603C, and 603K are provided between the respective charg-
ing bias power sources 602Y, 602M, 602C, and 602K and
ground points. The current detection circuits 603Y, 603M,
603C, and 603K detect respective voltage values that are
proportional to amounts of currents flowing from the charg-
ing bias power sources 602Y, 602M, 602C, and 602K to the
charging rollers 12Y, 12M, 12C, and 12K, respectively.
Moreover, the common developing bias power source 601 is
connected to the developing rollers 13Y, 13M, 13C, and 13K
of the respective process cartridges 10Y, 10M, 10C, and
10K. The developing bias power source 601 applies devel-
oping bias voltages of the same values to the developing
rollers 13Y, 13M, 13C, and 13K. Similarly, a common
primary transfer bias power source 701 is connected to the
primary transfer rollers 31Y, 31M, 31C, and 31K. The
primary transfer bias power source 701 applies primary
transfer bias voltages of the same values to the primary
transfer rollers 31Y, 31M, 31C, and 31K.

(1-6) Description of Color Misregistration Correction Con-
trol

The above-described image forming apparatus 1 first
forms a mark (FIG. 6) for color misregistration detection on
the intermediate transfer belt 30, and makes a correction
such that a color misregistration amount is reduced. Subse-
quently, the image forming apparatus 1 forms electrostatic



US 9,459,551 B2

11

latent images on the photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C,
and 11K with the corrected color misregistration amount.
The image forming apparatus 1 detects a change in a
charging current to measure a time when each of the
electrostatic latent images reaches a position of the corre-
sponding charging roller 12. Such a time is set as a reference
value of the color misregistration correction control.

Then, the image forming apparatus 1 forms electrostatic
latent images on the photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C,
and 11K again in a color misregistration correction control
performed when temperature inside the apparatus is changed
due to, for example, continuous printing operation. The
image forming apparatus 1 detects a change in a charging
current to measure a time when each of the electrostatic
latent images reaches a position of the corresponding charg-
ing roller 12. The image forming apparatus 1 compares such
a time with the reference value to detect a color misregis-
tration amount. The control unit 100 adjusts laser beam
emission timing of the laser exposure unit 20 according to
the detected color misregistration amount, so that the color
misregistration amount is corrected. Such processing is
described in detail below. The control of the image forming
conditions regarding the color misregistration correction is
not limited to the control of the laser emission timing. For
example, a photosensitive drum speed may be controlled, or
a mechanical position of a reflection mirror inside the laser
exposure unit 20 may be adjusted to control the image
forming conditions regarding the color misregistration.
(1-6-1) Flowchart of Reference Value Acquisition Process-
ing

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating reference value acquisi-
tion processing performed in color misregistration correc-
tion control. The processing of the flowchart illustrated in
FIG. 5 is executed subsequent to a color misregistration
correction control (hereinafter referred to as a normal color
misregistration correction control) performed based on the
color misregistration detection mark (FIG. 6) detected by the
color misregistration detection sensor 40 (toner image detec-
tion unit). Moreover, the processing of the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 5 may be executed for the normal color
misregistration correction control at specific timing, for
example, when the normal color misregistration correction
control is executed upon replacement of a component of the
developing roller 13 or the photosensitive drum 11. In
addition, the processing of the flowchart illustrated in FIG.
5 is independently performed with respect to each color. The
color misregistration detection sensor 40 includes a light
emitting element such as a light emitting diode (LED). The
color misregistration detection sensor 40 uses the light
emitting element to irradiate a color misregistration detec-
tion toner image formed on the intermediate transfer belt 30
with light, and detects a change in light amount of reflected
light therefrom. The color misregistration detection sensor
40 detects such a change in light amount as a position of the
toner image (detection timing). Since this technique is
conventionally known by many documents, a detailed
description thereof is omitted.

[Step S501]

The control unit 100 causes the process cartridges 10
serving as image forming units to form toner marks for color
misregistration detection on the intermediate transfer belt
30. Since the toner mark for color misregistration detection
is a toner image (a developer image) used for color misreg-
istration correction, it can be referred to as a color misreg-
istration correction toner image (a color misregistration
correction developer image). FIG. 6 illustrates formation of
color misregistration detection toner marks. The processing
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in step S501 is referred to as the “normal color misregis-
tration correction control” by which a color misregistration
amount is reduced based on the mark detected by the color
misregistration detection sensor 40.

Therefore, a state corrected by “the normal color misreg-
istration correction control” is set to a target value, that is,
a reference state, for the following “color misregistration
correction control” performed using electrostatic latent
images.

Next, the normal color misregistration correction control
performed in step S501 is described.

In FIG. 6, patterns 400 and 401 are used to detect a color
misregistration amount in a sheet conveyance direction (a
sub-scanning direction, a direction perpendicular to an axis
line of the photosensitive drum), whereas patterns 402 and
403 are used to detect a color misregistration amount in a
main scanning direction perpendicular to the sheet convey-
ance direction. In FIG. 6, each of the patterns 402 and 403
is inclined at an angle of 45 degrees. Moreover, each of
detection timing tsf 1 to tsf 4, tmf 1 to tmf 4, tsr 1 to tsr 4,
and tmr 1 to tmr 4 indicates a time (a detection time) when
the corresponding pattern is detected. A movement direction
of the intermediate transfer belt 30 is indicated by an arrow
illustrated in FIG. 6. Suffixes Y, M, C, Bk added to the
reference numerals 400, 401, 402, and 403 indicate color of
toners (yellow, magenta, cyan, and black) for forming the
respective toner marks. For example, a pattern 400Y indi-
cates a toner mark of yellow.

A movement speed of the intermediate transfer belt 30 is
v (mm/s), a reference color is yellow (Y), and theoretical
distances between a Y pattern and sheet conveyance direc-
tion patterns (400, 401) of respective colors are dsM (mm),
dsC (mm), and dsBk (mm). A color misregistration amount
des of each color relative to a reference color of Y in a
conveyance direction is expressed as Equations 1 through 3
as follows:

SdesM=vx{(tsf2-tsf1)+(tsr2-tsr1) }/2—-dsM Equation 1:
SesC=vx{(tsf3~tsf1)+(tsr3-1s¥1)}/2—dsC Equation 2:
SesBk=vx{(tsfd—tsf1)+(tsrd—tsr1)}/2-dsBk Equation 3:

Equations 1, 2, 3 are described by using Equation 1 as an
example. In FIG. 6, a distance between the yellow toner
pattern 400Y formed on the left side of the intermediate
transfer belt 30 and the magenta toner pattern 400M formed
on the left side of the intermediate transfer belt 30 is
determined by v(tsf2—tsfl). Similarly, a distance between
the yellow toner pattern 401Y formed on the right side of the
intermediate transfer belt 30 and the magenta toner pattern
401M formed on the right side of the intermediate transfer
belt 30 is determined by v (tsr2—tsrl).

Accordingly, an average value of the distances between
the yellow toner patterns and the magenta toner patterns is
vxq (tsf2—tsf1)+(tsr2—tsr1)}/2. This value indicates a mea-
surement position of the magenta toner pattern where the
yellow toner pattern serves as a reference position. On the
other hand, a value (a theoretical distance from the yellow
toner pattern to the magenta toner image) indicating a
theoretical position of the magenta toner pattern is dsM
where the yellow toner pattern serves as a reference position.
Accordingly, a difference between the measurement value
and the theoretical value is expressed as a color misregis-
tration amount as Equation 1.

Color misregistration amounts demf and demr for each
color on the right and left sides relative to a main scanning
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direction (an axial line direction of the photosensitive drum)
are determined by following equations.

dmfY=vx(tmfl-tsfl) Equation 4:
dmfM=vx(tmf2-1sf2) Equation 5:
dmfC=vx(tmf3-1tsf3) Equation 6:
dmfBk=vx(tmfA—tsf4) Equation 7:
and

dmrY=vx(tmrl-tsrl) Equation 8:
dmrM=vx(tmr2—itsr2) Equation 9:
dmrC=vx(tmr3-tsr3) Equation 10:
dmrBk=vx(tmrd—tsrd) Equation 11:
Thus,

demfM=dmfM-dmfY Equation 12:
demfC=dmfC-dmfY Equation 13:
demfBk=dmfBk-dmfY Equation 14:
and

demrM=dmrM-dmrY Equation 15:
demrC=dmrC-dmrY Equation 16:
demrBk=dmrBk-dmrY Equation 17:

A misregistration direction can be determined based on a
positive or negative value of a calculation result. A writing
start position is corrected according to demf, and a main
scanning width (a main scanning magnification) is corrected
according to demr—demf.

If there is an error in the main scanning width (main
scanning magnification), the writing start position is calcu-
lated by considering not only demf, but also an amount of
change in an image frequency (image clock) that has been
changed with the correction of the main scanning width.

The control unit 100 changes laser beam emission timing
of the laser exposure unit 20 as an image forming condition
such that the calculated color misregistration amount is
eliminated. For example, if a color misregistration amount in
a sub-scanning direction is an amount of -4 lines, the control
unit 100 instructs the controller 200 to advance the laser
beam emission timing by an amount of +4 lines.

In FIG. 6, the toner mark for color misregistration detec-
tion is formed on the intermediate transfer belt 30. However,
various cases may be considered in terms of where to form
the toner mark for color misregistration detection and
whether to detect the toner mark by using an optical sensor
(the color misregistration detection sensor 40). For example,
a toner mark for color misregistration detection may be
formed on the photosensitive drum 11, and a detection result
provided by a color misregistration detection sensor (an
optical sensor) arranged to be able to detect such a toner
mark may be used. Alternatively, a toner mark for color
misregistration detection may be formed on a sheet (a
recording material), and a detection result provided by a
color misregistration detection sensor (an optical sensor)
arranged to be able to detect such a toner mark may be used.
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A toner mark for color misregistration detection can be
formed on various transfer members or toner image bearing
members.

[Step S502]

The control unit 100 adjusts a rotational phase relation-
ship (a rotational position relationship) among the photo-
sensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C, and 11K to a predetermined
state to suppress influence exerted when rotational speeds
(peripheral speeds) of the photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M,
11C, and 11K fluctuate. Specifically, the control unit 100
controls and adjusts phases of the photosensitive drums 11
of non-reference colors relative to a phase of the photosen-
sitive drum 11 of the reference color. Moreover, in a case
where a photosensitive drum driving gear is disposed to a
shaft of the photosensitive drum 11, the control unit 100
substantially adjusts a phase relationship among the driving
gears of the respective photosensitive drums 11.

Accordingly, when the toner images developed on the
respective photosensitive drums 11 are transferred to the
intermediate transfer belt 30, the photosensitive drums are
rotated at substantially the same speed or fluctuations in
speed of each of the photosensitive drums 11 tend to be
similar. Specifically, the control unit 100 issues a speed
control instruction to a motor (not illustrated) for driving the
photosensitive drums 11 such that a rotational phase rela-
tionship among the photosensitive drums 11Y, 11M, 11C,
and 11K is adjusted to a predetermined state. If the rotational
speed fluctuations of the photosensitive drums 11 can be
ignored, the processing in step S502 may be omitted.
[Step S503]

In processing from step S503 to step S506, the normal
color misregistration correction control of step S501 sets a
small color-misregistration state subjected to correction as a
target value of subsequent color misregistration correction
control. That is, a state corrected by the normal color
misregistration correction control is stored as a reference
value by using an electrostatic latent image.

The control unit 100 causes the laser exposure unit 20 to
emit laser beams to form electrostatic latent images for color
misregistration correction (for detection) on the respective
photosensitive drums 11 in a predetermined rotational phase,
the photosensitive drums 11 being rotated with surfaces
thereof charged beforehand.

In FIG. 8A, an electrostatic latent image 80Y for detection
is formed on the photosensitive drum 11. The electrostatic
latent image 80Y is formed as wide as possible in an image
region width in a main scanning direction, and has a width
of approximately 5 lines in a conveyance direction. In a
width in the main scanning direction, an electrostatic latent
image having a width greater than or equal to a longitudinal
width of the charging roller 12Y is desirably formed to
enhance detection accuracy.

Here, for example, the developing roller 13Y and the
primary transfer roller 31Y are separated (a separation state)
from the photosensitive drum 11. This allows the electro-
static latent image 80Y to be conveyed to a position of the
charging roller 12 without adhesion of toner to the electro-
static latent image 80Y or attenuation of a potential.

Such control may be performed when the developing
roller 13Y and the primary transfer roller 31Y are in contact
with the photosensitive drum 11Y. In such a case, the control
unit 100 controls a voltage to be output from each of the
developing bias power source 601 and the primary transfer
bias power source 701 to zero. Alternatively, the control unit
100 may perform voltage control such as application of a
bias having a polarity opposite to that normally applied.
Such control prevents adhesion of toner to the electrostatic
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latent image 80Y and attenuation of the potential of the
electrostatic latent image 80Y.
[Step S504]

The control unit 100 starts timers at the same time or
substantially the same time as the processing in step S503,
the timers being provided for Y, M, C, and K. Moreover, the
control unit 100 starts sampling of current values of the
current detection circuits 603Y, 603M, 603C, and 603K.
Herein, a sampling frequency is 10 kHz, for example.
[Step S505]

Each of the current detection circuits 603Y, 603M, 603C,
and 603K detects a current to measure an arrangement of the
electrostatic latent image formed on the photosensitive drum
11. That is, when the electrostatic latent image formed on the
photosensitive drum 11 reaches an area facing the charging
roller 12, the current flowing between the photosensitive
drum 11 and the charging roller 12 changes. Detection of
such change timing can determine a location of the electro-
static latent image on the photosensitive drum 11. Here, the
charging roller 12 serves as a detection device for measuring
a position of the electrostatic latent image.

The control unit 100 measures times (timer values) when
changes in the current values are detected. The current
values change in the current detection circuits (current
measurement devices) 603Y, 603M, 603C, and 603K when
the electrostatic latent images 80Y, 80M, 80C, and 80Y
formed in step S503 reach positions facing the charging
rollers (detection devices) 12Y, 12M, 12C, and 12K, respec-
tively. FIG. 8B illustrates one example of the detection
result. In the present exemplary embodiment, the image
forming apparatus 1 uses a method for detecting the current
value change by binarization using a predetermined thresh-
old value.

In FIG. 8B, a position (area) of the current value change
corresponds to a position in which the electrostatic latent
image 80 moves and reaches an area of gap (void) serving
as small space on an upstream side and a downstream side
of a nip formed between the photosensitive drum 11 and the
charging roller 12. In the present exemplary embodiment, a
time measured based on a time when the timer is started in
step S504 is zero. A time t represents a time of the current
value change when the electrostatic latent image 80 enters
into the upstream gap between the photosensitive drum 11
and the charging roller 12. This time t is a value indicating
a position of the electrostatic latent image.

[Step S506]

Lastly, the control unit 100 stores the time t (the timer
value) measured in step S505 in a memory (not illustrated)
inside thereof as a reference value. The information stored
here indicates a reference state that serves as a target when
the color misregistration correction control is performed.
When performing the color misregistration correction con-
trol, the control unit 100 attempts to eliminate a deviation
from the reference state. In other words, the control unit 100
performs the color misregistration correction control such
that the state deviating from the reference state returns to the
reference state.

Therefore, when the control unit 100 performs the color
misregistration control hereafter, the control unit 100 makes
an adjustment such that a position of an electrostatic latent
image to be formed on each of the photosensitive drums 11
returns to the electrostatic latent image reference position
determined in step S505. This reference position determined
in step S505 serves as a position that is set to reduce the
color misregistration by the normal color misregistration
correction control performed in step S501.
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When a current value change is detected in a case where
the reference value (the time t indicating the reference
position of the electrostatic latent image) is acquired in steps
S503 through S506, a charging bias condition and an expo-
sure condition may not necessarily be the same as those
applied when a normal image is output. Similarly, when a
current value change is detected in color misregistration
correction control (in steps S101 through S109 described
below), a charging bias condition and an exposure condition
may not necessarily be the same as those applied when a
normal image is output.

That is, when a normal image (an image of print data
transmitted from the controller 200 of the external device
such as a host computer) is output, various bias conditions
and exposure conditions are set such that a toner amount on
paper is suitable. Such control of the toner amount on paper
suppresses generation of a poor-quality image due to, for
example, toner scattering and poor toner fixing.

However, when the reference value is acquired or the
color misregistration correction control is performed, such a
toner amount on paper does not need to be controlled (as a
toner image is not transferred to paper). Consequently, a
setting enabling a current value change to be detected with
higher accuracy may be used, instead of the setting for
controlling the toner amount on paper. Moreover, when an
electrostatic latent image is formed, a surface of the photo-
sensitive drum 11 is irradiated with a laser beam. The use of
the photosensitive drum 11 for long periods may deteriorate
sensitivity of the photosensitive member. Thus, the laser
power in the electrostatic latent image formation needs to be
optimized.

According to the present exemplary embodiment, there-
fore, when a reference value is acquired, and when color
misregistration correction control is performed, bias condi-
tions and exposure conditions differ from those used when
a normal image is output.

FIG. 7A is a schematic diagram illustrating a surface
potential of the photosensitive drum 11 when normal image
formation is performed. FIG. 7B is a schematic diagram
illustrating a surface potential of the photosensitive drum 11
when color misregistration correction control is performed,
according to the present exemplary embodiment. In FIG.
7B, the same reference numerals are allocated to elements
similar to those in FIG. 7A, and redundant descriptions
thereof are omitted. Hereinafter, a description of control
performed in the color misregistration correction control is
given.

In the normal image formation as described above, in a
case where a layer thickness of the photosensitive drum 11
is reduced with the use of the photosensitive drum 11,
increases in the first laser power E1 and the second laser
power E2 control a dark area potential and a light area
potential to be kept constant. That is, the reduction in the
layer thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 allows the
photosensitive drum 11 to be charged more easily by the
charging roller 12 (an absolute value of a primary charging
potential increases). Thus, after being charged, the photo-
sensitive drum 11 is irradiated with a high-intensity laser
beam to adjust a potential thereof to a desired value.

In practice, as illustrated in FIG. 7A, the following
relationships apply.

E1<El’

E2<E2'

where E1 and E2 respectively are a first laser power and a
second laser power used if a layer thickness of the photo-
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sensitive drum is 18 um, and E1' and E2' respectively are a
first laser power and a second laser power used if a layer
thickness of the photosensitive drum is 13 pm.

Meanwhile, it is assumed that a case where electrostatic
latent images for color misregistration correction control are
formed by using the laser powers E2 and E2' for the normal
image formation, that is, the electrostatic latent images are
formed such that an electrostatic latent image potential is V1.
Here, as illustrated in FIG. 7A, a potential difference
between a potential applied to the charging roller 12 (a
charging application potential) and a potential of the elec-
trostatic latent image (a light area potential V1) is constant
(P=P") regardless of the layer thickness. However, in a case
where the layer thickness is 13 um, a charging current
flowing to a charging power source when an electrostatic
latent image reaches a position facing the charging roller 12
is greater than that where the layer thickness is 18 pm.

This is caused by the fact that a surface charge density is
higher when a drum layer thickness is smaller in spite of the
same surface potentials. Accordingly, in a case where a layer
thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 is changed, the
current flowing between the photosensitive drum 11 and the
charging roller 12 (the current flowing to the charging power
source) is not constant in spite of constant electrostatic latent
image potential (the light area potential VI1).

Therefore, when the color misregistration correction con-
trol is performed, a potential of a detection electrostatic
latent image is desirably changed according to a layer
thickness of the photosensitive drum 11, unlike the image
formation. With such a change, detection accuracy of current
value changes at the time of color misregistration correction
control is maintained constant throughout the lifespan of the
photosensitive member. Moreover, adjustment of an expo-
sure amount according to a change in the layer thickness of
the photosensitive member can prevent the photosensitive
member from being over-exposed to light and suppress
deterioration in sensitivity of the photosensitive member due
to light-induced fatigue.

In the present exemplary embodiment, as schematically
illustrated in FIG. 7B, the second laser power E2 in the
formation of a detection electrostatic latent image is reduced
to E2" with the reduction in the layer thickness of the
photosensitive drum (E2'>E2>E2").

Consequently, if the layer thickness is reduced, an abso-
Iute value of an electrostatic latent image potential (V1') is
controlled to be greater. That is, the thinner the layer, the
smaller the difference between the electrostatic latent image
potential (V1) and the potential of the charging roller 12 (a
charging application potential). Therefore, detection current
values in the color misregistration correction control are
controlled to be substantially constant.

In the present exemplary embodiment, a relationship
(look-up table (LUT)) between the layer thickness and the
second laser power E2 is provided such that the detection
current values are substantially constant. Such a relationship
is stored in the control unit 100 beforehand. When the color
misregistration correction control is executed, layer thick-
nesses of the photosensitive members are read from the
respective memories 17Y, 17M, 17C, and 17K of the process
cartridges to determine the second laser power E2 for
electrostatic latent image formation.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the charging appli-
cation voltage and the second laser power E2 for electro-
static latent image formation for color misregistration cor-
rection where a layer thickness is 18 um are used in a setting
that is substantially the same as that used in the normal
image formation. However, values of the charging applica-
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tion voltage and the second laser power E2 may be increased
to enhance detection accuracy of current value changes
while considering deterioration in sensitivity of the photo-
sensitive member. Even in such a case, the laser power in the
electrostatic latent image formation is reduced with the
reduction in the layer thickness of the photosensitive mem-
ber, as similar to the above control. In the present exemplary
embodiment, moreover, the current value change at the time
of color misregistration correction control is detected by
binarization using a threshold value. However, the present
exemplary embodiment is not limited thereto. The current
value change may be detected by other methods.

Moreover, the present exemplary embodiment has been
described using the example case in which the charging
roller 12 serves as a process unit (a detection device) for
detecting a current value change based on a potential dif-
ference relative to an electrostatic latent image. However, an
element to be used as the detection device is not limited
thereto. A developing unit (the developing roller 13: see
FIG. 2) serving as a process unit or the primary transfer
roller 31 (see FIG. 2) may be used as the detection device.
In such a case, an advantage similar to the above can be
achieved.

That is, when the color misregistration correction elec-
trostatic latent image formed on each of the photosensitive
drums reaches a position facing the developing roller 12 or
the primary transfer roller 31, a current value change that
occurs in each of the power source units is detected so that
color misregistration correction control can be performed.
That is, a position of the electrostatic latent image formed on
the photosensitive drum 11 can be identified by detecting a
change in value of the current flowing to the developing bias
power source 601 or the primary transfer bias power source
701 (see FIG. 4). This allows control of a position in which
an electrostatic latent image is to be formed on the photo-
sensitive drum 11 (adjustment can be made such that the
position is arranged near the reference position).

(1-6-2) Flowchart of Color Misregistration Correction Con-
trol

Next, color misregistration correction control according
to the present exemplary embodiment is described with
reference to flowchart illustrated in FIG. 1. Processing in the
flowchart illustrated in FIG. 1 is independently performed
with respect to each color. Moreover, as described above, the
processing in the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 1 is executed
under predetermined conditions. The predetermined condi-
tions include a case where temperature inside the apparatus
is changed due to, for example, continuous printing opera-
tion, a case where an instruction for execution of the color
misregistration correction control illustrated in FIG. 1 is
input to the control unit 100 by a user, and a case where
environment inside the apparatus is significantly changed.
Alternatively, the image forming apparatus 1 may be con-
figured such that a user can select whether the color mis-
registration correction control should be executed.

[Step S101]

The control unit 100 performs processing similar to that
performed in step S502 of the flowchart illustrated in FIG.
5.

[Step S102 Through Step S103]

The control unit 100 acquires layer thickness information
of the photosensitive drum from the memory 17 of the
process cartridge 10, and determines the second laser power
E2 for electrostatic latent image formation according to the
layer thickness of the photosensitive drum based on the LUT
stored in the control unit 100 beforehand.
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[Step S104 Through Step S106]

The control unit 100 performs processing similar to that
performed in steps S503 through S505 of the flowchart
illustrated in FIG. 5.

[Step S107 Through Step S109]

The control unit 100 measures a timer value t of a current
value change relative to each photosensitive drum 11, and
compares the timer value t with a stored reference value. If
the timer value t is greater than the reference value (Yes in
step S107), the processing proceeds to step S108. In step
S108, the control unit 100 corrects laser beam emission
timing that is an image forming condition so as to advance
the laser beam emission timing of print operation. The
control unit 100 determines a setting of how much to
advance the laser beam emission timing. Such a setting may
be adjusted by how large the measured time t is compared
to the reference value.

On the other hand, if the detected timer value t is smaller
than the reference value (NO in step S107), the processing
proceeds to step S109. In step S109, the control unit 100
retards the laser beam emission timing of print operation.
The control unit 100 determines a setting of how much to
retard the laser beam emission timing. Such a setting may be
adjusted by how small the measured time t is compared to
the reference value. The image forming condition correction
processing performed in steps S108 and S109 corrects color
misregistration. That is, a state of the current color misreg-
istration can return to a reference color misregistration state
(a reference state).

Therefore, the color misregistration correction control
performed in steps S101 through S109 serves as an exposure
adjustment mode for adjusting light emission timing at
which the exposure unit emits light in the image formation,
to predetermined timing. In the adjustment mode (steps
S101 through S109), an electrostatic latent image for detec-
tion is formed on the photosensitive drum 11, and the current
detection circuit (a measurement unit) 603 measures
changes in the current flowing to the charging roller 12 (a
detection device). The control unit 100 can appropriately
determine light emission timing to be used in the image
formation based on such current change timing. That is, the
adjustment mode can also be called a detection mode in
which the detection electrostatic latent image is detected by
the current detection circuit (the measurement unit) 603.

In the color misregistration correction control (the expo-
sure adjustment mode) in steps S101 through S109, adjust-
ment of the light emission timing in the image formation
enables an electrostatic latent image to be formed in a
desired position of the photosensitive drum. This can sup-
press misregistration (correct color misregistration) of toner
images of respective colors formed on a plurality of photo-
sensitive drums 11.

Moreover, in the processing in steps S101 through S109
described above, as a layer thickness of the photosensitive
drum 11 is more reduced (a layer is thinner), a potential
difference between the detection electrostatic latent image
and the charging roller (the detection device) 12 is smaller.
This can prevent the current flowing to the charging roller 12
from becoming excessively large even if a surface charge
density of the photosensitive drum 11 tends to be higher by
reduction in the layer thickness of the photosensitive drum
11. That is, even if a layer thickness of the photosensitive
drum 11 is changed, fluctuations in the current flowing to the
charging roller can be suppressed when the color misregis-
tration correction control (the exposure adjustment mode) is
executed. Moreover, in a case where the layer thickness is
reduced, the photosensitive drum 11 can be prevented from
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being exposed to excess light, thereby suppressing deterio-
ration in sensitivity of the photosensitive drum 11.

In the color misregistration correction control (the expo-
sure adjustment mode) performed in steps S101 through
S109 according to the present exemplary embodiment, the
second laser power (exposure power) E2 for formation of a
detection electrostatic latent image is lower as a layer
thickness is more reduced. However, the second laser power
(exposure power) E2 is not necessarily lower as a layer
thickness is more reduced. Since a primary charging poten-
tial of the photosensitive drum 11 tends to be greater as a
layer thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 is more
reduced (see FIG. 7B), an appropriate laser power can be
accordingly selected such that the potential difference
between the detection electrostatic latent image and the
charging roller (the detection device) 12 is reduced.

As alayer thickness of the photosensitive drum 11 is more
reduced (see FIG. 7A), the second laser power E2 used to
form an electrostatic latent image in the normal image
formation is greater, unlike the case where the color mis-
registration correction control (the exposure adjustment
mode) is executed. That is, when the normal image forma-
tion is performed, a potential difference between the charg-
ing application potential and the electrostatic latent image
potential (the light area potential) is greater as the layer
thickness is more reduced. Since a change in the electrostatic
latent image potential is desirably suppressed in the normal
image formation, the potential difference is increased.

In step S107 of the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 1, the
control unit 100 compares the timer value at the time of
detection of the current value change with the reference
value stored in step S506 of the flowchart illustrated in FIG.
5. However, the processing in step S107 is not limited
thereto. That is, in an optional color misregistration state, the
processing in steps S502 through S506 may be executed, and
the stored reference value may be used as a comparison
target of the processing in step S107 from a standpoint in
which the color misregistration state at a certain time is
maintained.

According to the present exemplary embodiment, the
layer thickness information of the photosensitive member is
used to determine the laser power for formation of a detec-
tion electrostatic latent image in the color misregistration
correction control. However, in addition to the layer thick-
ness information of the photosensitive member, sensitivity
characteristic of the photosensitive member or usage history
of the photosensitive member may be used as information
about the photosensitive member. The sensitivity character-
istic of each of the photosensitive members derives from
manufacturing. Since such sensitivity characteristic affects
an electrostatic latent image potential of the color misreg-
istration correction control, the color misregistration can be
corrected with higher accuracy by considering sensitivity
information. Moreover, in a case where sensitivity of the
photosensitive member is changed by frequency of laser
exposure, the control unit 100 can count an exposure history
to apply the change in sensitivity to the laser power in the
formation of detection electrostatic latent image. This can
extend the lifespan of the photosensitive member, and
further enhance accuracy of the color misregistration cor-
rection.

Moreover, the present exemplary embodiment has been
described using the color image forming apparatus, which
includes a plurality of photosensitive drums 11, as an image
forming apparatus. The color image forming apparatus per-
forms the processing in steps S101 through S109 of the
flowchart illustrated in FIG. 1 described above, thereby
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achieving an advantage of color misregistration suppression.
However, the exposure adjustment mode (steps S101
through S109) can be applied to a monochrome image
forming apparatus including a single photosensitive drum
11.

In the monochrome image forming apparatus, since toner
images of different colors are not superimposed to form an
image, color misregistration does not occur. However, even
in the monochrome image forming apparatus, a change in
position in which an electrostatic latent image is formed may
cause misregistration of an image relative to a recording
medium (a sheet P). Thus, control processing such as the
processing in steps S101 through S109 can be considered to
adjust light emission timing of an exposure device so that
such misregistration is suppressed.

A second exemplary embodiment is described. FIG. 10 is
a flowchart illustrating color misregistration correction pro-
cessing according to a second exemplary embodiment.
Components and configurations that are substantially the
same as those of the first exemplary embodiment will be
given the same reference numerals as above and description
thereof will be omitted. Unlike the image forming apparatus
illustrated in FIG. 4, the image forming apparatus of the
second exemplary embodiment includes a common charging
bias power source 602 that applies the same charging
voltage to charging rollers 12Y, 12M, 12C, and 12K for
charging surfaces of respective photosensitive drums 11Y,
11M, 11C, and 11K.

In such a configuration, a charging current detection
circuit serves as a common circuit. Thus, when color mis-
registration correction control is performed, electrostatic
latent images need to be formed on the respective photo-
sensitive drums 11 in order.

Drum potential control, latent image control, and color
misregistration reference value acquisition processing are
similar to those described in the first exemplary embodi-
ment.

(2-1) Flowchart of Color Misregistration Correction Control

A description of color misregistration correction control
according to the present exemplary embodiment is given
with reference to a flowchart of FIG. 10. The color misreg-
istration correction control is executed under predetermined
conditions as similar to the first exemplary embodiment. The
predetermined conditions include a case where temperature
inside the apparatus is changed due to, for example, con-
tinuous printing operation, a case where an instruction for
execution of the color misregistration correction control
illustrated in FIG. 1 is input to a control unit 100 by a user,
and a case where environment inside the apparatus is
significantly changed. [Steps S1001 through step S1003]

The control unit 100 performs control processing similar
to that in steps S101 through S103 of the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 1.

[Steps S1004 Through Step S1015]

The control unit 100 executes control processing similar
to that in steps S104 through S106 of the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 1 with respect to each of the colors in order.
[Steps S1016 Through Step S1017]

The control unit 100 executes control processing similar
to that in steps S107 through S109 of the flowchart illus-
trated in FIG. 1 for each color.

According to the second exemplary embodiment, employ-
ment of the common charging power source can not only
contribute to size reduction and cost reduction of the appa-
ratus, but also enables the color misregistration correction to
be executed with accuracy.
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According to the above-described exemplary embodi-
ments, an electrostatic latent image for detection can be
formed while suppressing sensitivity deterioration of the
photosensitive member.

While aspects of the present invention have been
described with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to
be understood that these exemplary embodiments are not
seen to be limiting. The scope of the following claims is to
be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass
all such modifications and equivalent structures and func-
tions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2014-203415, filed Oct. 1, 2014, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus forming an image on a
recording medium, the image forming apparatus compris-
ing:

a photosensitive member configured to be rotated;

an exposure device configured to expose the photosensi-

tive member to light to form an electrostatic latent
image on the photosensitive member;

a detection device to which a voltage is applied;

a measurement device configured to measure a current

flowing to the detection device; and

a control unit configured to execute a detection mode in

which an electrostatic latent image is formed on the
photosensitive member and the measurement device
detects a change of the current when the electrostatic
latent image reaches a detecting area facing the detec-
tion device,

wherein, in the detection mode, the control unit causes a

potential difference between the electrostatic latent
image and the detection device to be smaller as a layer
thickness of a photosensitive layer of the photosensitive
member is more reduced.

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein an exposure power for formation of the electrostatic
latent image in the detection mode is lower than an exposure
power for formation of an electrostatic latent image in image
formation.

3. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a difference between an exposure power for forma-
tion of the electrostatic latent image in the detection mode
and an exposure power for formation of an electrostatic
latent image in image formation is greater as the layer
thickness of the photosensitive layer of the photosensitive
member is more reduced.

4. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in the detection mode, the control unit causes an
exposure power for formation of the electrostatic latent
image to be lower as the layer thickness of the photosensi-
tive layer of the photosensitive member is more reduced.

5. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in image formation, the control unit causes an
exposure power for formation of the electrostatic latent
image to be greater as the layer thickness of the photosen-
sitive layer of the photosensitive member is more reduced.

6. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein an absolute value of a potential of the electrostatic
latent image formed in the detection mode is greater as the
layer thickness of the photosensitive layer of the photosen-
sitive member is more reduced.

7. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the image forming apparatus includes a plurality of
photosensitive members and a plurality of detection devices,
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wherein toner images formed on the plurality of photo-

sensitive members are superimposed to form an image.

8. The image forming apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein the plurality of detection devices receive same
voltages from a common power source.

9. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the detection device is a charging member that
charges the photosensitive member when the image forming
apparatus performs image formation.

10. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the detection device is a developer bearing member
that bears developer to supply the developer to the electro-
static latent image formed on the photosensitive member.

11. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the detection device is a transfer member that
transfers a developer image formed on the photosensitive
member to a transfer material.

12. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a storage member storing information
about the photosensitive member,

wherein, in the detection mode, an exposure power for

formation of the electrostatic latent image on the pho-
tosensitive member is determined based on the infor-
mation stored in the storage member.

13. The image forming apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein the control unit determines the layer thickness of
the photosensitive layer of the photosensitive member based
on an initial layer thickness of the photosensitive layer and
aused amount of the photosensitive member, the initial layer
thickness and the used amount being information stored in
the storage member.

14. The image forming apparatus according to claim 13,
wherein the used amount of the photosensitive member is
determined based on at least one of the number of times of
image formation, a total amount of rotation of the photo-
sensitive member, or a cumulative application time of the
voltage applied to the detection device.

15. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit determines, based on current
change timing of a change in the current measured by the
measurement device in the detection mode, light emission
timing of the exposure device in image formation.

16. An image forming apparatus forming an image on a
recording medium, the image forming apparatus compris-
ing:

a photosensitive member configured to be rotated;

an exposure device configured to expose the photosensi-

tive member to light to form an electrostatic latent
image on the photosensitive member;

a detection device to which a voltage is applied;

a measurement device configured to measure a current

flowing to the detection device; and

a control unit configured to execute a detection mode in

which an electrostatic latent image is formed on the
photosensitive member and the measurement device
detects a change of the current when the electrostatic
latent image reaches a detecting area facing the detec-
tion device,

wherein an exposure power for formation of the electro-

static latent image in the detection mode is lower than
an exposure power for formation of an electrostatic
latent image in image formation.

17. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein a difference between the exposure power for for-
mation of the electrostatic latent image in the detection
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mode and the exposure power for formation of the electro-
static latent image in the image formation is greater as a
layer thickness of a photosensitive layer of the photosensi-
tive member is more reduced.

18. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein, in the detection mode, the control unit causes the
exposure power for formation of the electrostatic latent
image to be lower as the layer thickness of the photosensi-
tive layer of the photosensitive member is more reduced.

19. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein, in the image formation, the control unit causes the
exposure power for formation of the electrostatic latent
image to be greater as the layer thickness of the photosen-
sitive layer of the photosensitive member is more reduced.

20. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein an absolute value of a potential of the electrostatic
latent image formed in the detection mode is greater as the
layer thickness of the photosensitive layer of the photosen-
sitive member is more reduced.

21. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the image forming apparatus includes a plurality of
photosensitive members and a plurality of detection devices,

wherein toner images formed on the plurality of photo-

sensitive members are superimposed to form an image.

22. The image forming apparatus according to claim 21,
wherein the plurality of detection devices receive same
voltages from a common power source.

23. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the detection device is a charging member that
charges the photosensitive member when the image forming
apparatus performs image formation.

24. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the detection device is a developer bearing member
that bears developer to supply the developer to the electro-
static latent image formed on the photosensitive member.

25. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the detection device is a transfer member that
transfers a developer image formed on the photosensitive
member to a transfer material.

26. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
further comprising a storage member storing information
about the photosensitive member,

wherein, in the detection mode, the exposure power for

formation of the electrostatic latent image on the pho-
tosensitive member is determined based on the infor-
mation stored in the storage member.

27. The image forming apparatus according to claim 26,
wherein the control unit determines the layer thickness of
the photosensitive layer of the photosensitive member based
on an initial layer thickness of the photosensitive layer and
aused amount of the photosensitive member, the initial layer
thickness and the used amount being information stored in
the storage member.

28. The image forming apparatus according to claim 27,
wherein the used amount of the photosensitive member is
determined based on at least one of the number of times of
image formation, a total amount of rotation of the photo-
sensitive member, and a cumulative application time of the
voltage applied to the detection device.

29. The image forming apparatus according to claim 16,
wherein the control unit determines, based on current
change timing of a change in the current measured by the
measurement device in the detection mode, light emission
timing of the exposure device in image formation.
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